£2  THE MIDDLE STAGE AND THE READER
round that interest. The same topic may sometimes
continue for two or more lessons so long as vocabulary
proportion is maintained, but the length of the single
passage must be adjusted to vocabulary requirements.
The book must keep building in language and phraseo-
logy on its own past. It must add new expression to
new expression and repeat the old till the pupil is sure of
retaining it. Repetition in varying contexts is the only
way to confirm in a pupil's mind both the meaning and
the use of the language he acquires, and is a step towards
that automatic and spontaneous right use of language
that is the goal of the teaching.
Three other questions of moment in regard to the
intensively used reader of the middle stage concern the
introduction of distinct! vety English matter, the use of
pictures or other illustrations, and the introduction of
verse or poetry.
Transition to English Topics
It would, of course, be inadvisable to prescribe a
precise moment when topics drawn from English life
should first enter the reader and the language lesson.
The occasional use of pictures in this connection has
already been suggested for the early stage of the teaching.
When the pupil is sufficiently at home with his domestic
and school-room vocabulary, the time to admit English
topics to the intensive reader has come. But the transi-
tion to a strange environment should not be sudden.
In addition to what has been gathered of English scenes
or customs from the past use of illustrations, care may
also be taken to prepare the way to English tales, anec-
dotes, or life situations, by a deliberate description or
.explanation of manners and customs which will appear
in these tales, etc*, incidentally. A Christmas story, for
example, will be read with misunderstanding and a
sense of strangeness unless it has been preceded by a
deliberate explanation of Christmas and its customs
-and ordinary environment. The same applies to such
topics as a sea voyage, a village fair, a middle-class
family gathering, or a market day in town. This
preparatory explanation as part of the matter of the
reader is required the more in that the Indian teacher

